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why do you need cycle Parking?

Cycling is growing massively as a trend in both leisure and practical travel. Promoting cycling as a mode of 
sustainable transport is becoming a priority for many different organisations across the UK and a big part 
of this is providing cycle parking facilities.

Cycle storage has advanced a long way from the humble Sheffield stand. There are now a multitude of 
ways to store, hang and park your bike! We know from experience what the best practice is when plan-
ning in new cycle storage so this guide will take you through all you need to consider when planning so 
that you get the right products to provide you with years of secure, quality cycle storage.
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cycling can burn between 
400 and 1000 calories 
in an hour!  thats up to 
10,000 calories a week  if 
you cycled an hour each way!



establish what your priorities are

Budgets, available space, security and time frames all play a part when sourcing cycle storage.

Before you start, identify an area where you can install the cycle storage and get an estimate of the number 
of bikes you are looking to store. Once you have this, work out which of the below factors are the priority;

Unfortunately, there is no product that will satisfy all of these factors so try and 
arrange these in order of importance!
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On average, regular cycle 
commuters take more than 
one day per year less 
off sick than colleagues 
who do not cycle to work



finding the right location

Getting the location right when installing cycle storage is important to ensure that you have safe and 
secure storage that is well used, easily operated and with minimum fuss.

Here is a handy list of things to consider when you are planning:

slopes
Is the ground surface level? Storing 
bikes on a slope an be diffilcult and 
uneven surfaces are not ideal for 

installing shelters.

Manholes
Are there any manholes or drains 
that the storage is going to cover? 
They will need to be accessed in 

the future, so consider this.

walls
If you are looking at vertical storage 

on a wall, are there any lights, 
cables, pipes or gutters that could 

get damaged?

Close to an entrance
Storage should be placed in a 

location that is close to an entry 
or exit to the building, otherwise 

cyclists are likely to find something 
closer to lock their bike to.

manoueverability
Is there plenty of room to access the 
storage? Bikes can be quite difficult 
to manoeuvre around tight corners 
and corridors which could lead to 

damage to the walls and bikes. 

Circulation
Ensure that there is plenty of room 
for cyclists to circulate around the 

new storage. Consider how mutliple 
users will enter and access the area 

at the same time.

Ground surface
What is the existing ground surface 

construction? Will you need 
groundworks? Check our Ground 
Surface page for more information 

on this.

head room
If you are considering two-tier or 
vertical storage, these racks have 
a minimum required head room 
height. This information is usually 

found on specification sheets.

Traffic
Ideally, keep the storage away from 
roads and car access ways. If that 
isnt possible, orientate the storage 
so that cyclists won’t roll their bikes 

out into traffic.
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The vast majority of cycle parking requires some kind of hard standing surface to install onto. If you 
haven’t got concrete, then you may need to carry out some groundworks, for example if you are looking 

at installing shelters.

What ground surface do you have?

A study from 
Canada found that 
employees who 
Cycled to work were 
less stressed 
when they arrived
than car drivers



Cycling to work:
why its important
Recently the British Council for Offices published the results 
of research carried out to determine levels of cycling in UK 
workplaces. They discovered that;

17% of workplaces offer no cycling provision at all

of the 83% of workplaces that do offer cycle storage, 
only 47% is covered and secure

38% of office workers surveyed would consider cycling 
to work if their workplace had better cycling facilities

17%

47%

38%

This comes just after the Department for Transport announcing to aim to double the number of 
cycle journeys from 0.8 billion in 2013 to 1.6 billion in 2025.

regular cycling to work can 
cut a riders risk by 50% 
of developing heart disease or cancer



the average person will 
lose 13 lbs (5.8 kilograms) 
in their first year 
of cycling to work!

The survey also showed reasons of those who did cycle to work:

35%

had taken up cycling 
in the past 2 years

62%

for enjoyment

20%

offers thinking time

£
51%

cheaper transport

71%

for health
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